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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to the amendment filed on May 25, 2006. Currently, 
claims 1,2, 11, 13, 16, 20, and 21 are pending. Upon further search and reconsideration of prior 
arts in view of applicant's remarks, examiner found new prior art which reads upon applicant's 
claimed invention. New grounds of rejection are presented below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 1 1, 13, 16, 20, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Katahira (US 2003/0063456 Al "Katahira" hereafter). 

In terms of claims 1, 2, and 21, Katahira discloses an electronic instrument comprising: 

an electro-optical panel having an electro-optical material (Figs. 5 and 6), 

a holding member for holding the electro-optical panel (401); 

a light-guide plate illuminating the electro-optical panel (422 or 442); 

a wiring circuit board disposed in the rear of the light-guide plate (412, 432); 

a conductive terminal disposed on the wiring circuit board (Para [0081]); 

a circuit board arranged substantially in parallel with a surface of the electro-optical panel 
(411,431); and 
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a connector mounted on the circuit board and having an elastically deformable 
compression-type connector terminal (406); 

wherein the thickness of the light-guide plate gradually decreases in a predetermined 
direction to form an inclined surface (see Fig. 5 for the incline characteristics of the light guide 
plates 422 and 442); 

wherein the wiring circuit board is disposed on the inclined surface (the light guide plate 
442 is an inclined surface then the wiring circuit board is disposed in the rear of the light-guide 
plate is also disposed on the inclined surface); 

wherein the connector is disposed between the wiring circuit board (412) and the circuit 
board (431) 

wherein the connector is adjustable in the predetermined direction on the circuit board 
and the connector terminal is brought into conductive contact with the terminal on the wiring 
circuit board. 

As to claim 1 1, the controlling means for controlling the electro-optical device is 
disclosed in paragraph [0007]. 

As to claims 13 and 16, the circuit board is provided with a mounting terminal (401), 
which is brought into conductive contact with the connector, and has a shape extending in the 
predetermined direction. 

As to claim 20, the light source for introducing light inside the light guide plate from an 
edge of the light guide plate (421 and 441) wherein the light source is arranged to oppose and 
edge of the light guide plate disposed in a direction opposite to the predetermined direction. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see the remarks on pages 5-9, filed May 25, 2006, with respect to 
claims 1, 2, 11, 13, 16, 20, and 21 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection 
of claims has been withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erin D. Chiem whose telephone number is (571) 272-3 102. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9AM - 5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank G. Font can be reached on (571) 272-2415. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Art Unit 2883 



Frank G. Font 

Supervisory Primary Examiner 
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